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OrslCE HAIMOF^HARBERTONFORD'S FAMIUES 

. Ownfir of Melbray Stores, Mr David Marks, with helpers 
Mrs Cary B t o OefO »nd Mrs Nancy WiMis (righO* 

: ; |^TO M O S T visitors Harbertonford 
$•1% a Ave second glimpse of a few 

houses on the way from Totnes to 
"Kingshndge, Salcombe and Dart-

v-mouth. 
.< The laBung / impression to a 
traveller driving through is a nasty 

". bend on-a busy road with a pub on 
the comer. , 

But if the dnver took time out for 
a second look there is much more 
10 what''' IS a busy, bustling and 
pretty settlement. 
,. Pottery (ind arUst's prints are 
advertised ; front ' front room 
'windows that peep out on to the 
crowded village centre.' 

The village sits in the sheltered 
Harboume valley. Derelict water 
.wheels are a tribute to the once 
busy woollen mill which was the 
village's mam »oiuce of employ-

'iment until 1956. 
Mrs Edith Slocombc, 86, of 

Chape! Cottage, was born in the 
village and apart from a ninc-

, month spell as a weaver in America 
/-when she was 17, she has lived and 
i^workcd in the community all lier 
V life. 
\ '̂n She was a weaver at the village 
' wool mill. She started when she was 
rl3 ^ears old, working 12 hours a 

<?iday until she was 60 years old 
' J when she stopjjcd work because the 
• • null closed down. 

; Nearly half .the families in llie 
I village, including 30 men and 43 
[women, were employed at the mill. 
jr,::.ll was a six-storey building run 
•by Churchward and Sons Ltd of 
.Buckfastleigh. It . finally closed 
' when new methods of weaving put 
it out of business. 

. She said: "Since the main 
iTolncs-Kingsbridge road has been 
-built it has split the village in two." 
I Mrs Slocombe said it had always 
been a friendly place though. 

For a village with a population of 
only 600 there are a surprising 
large number of successful and 
expanding businesses. One of the 

most successful restaurants In the , 
country, the Hungry Horse, sits on :> 
the banks of the Harboume. 

It is owned and run by Mr Dev ,-
Jeffcries, 33, and his wife Anne. ^ 
They converted the premises from a^. 
group of derelict cottages 10 years 
ago together with their then partner 
Nick Gildcrsleve. 

Nic|[ has now left the businestM 
and s^ed up his own pine fur-'^ 
niture business in the village. The •'' 
restaurant has been chosen as one,, 
of the top four in the United r 
Kingdom by the Ammcu^ ExpresB'̂  
credit card company. ,,}'. ,:';•) -y 

^ John Comford's ^ ^ 
village round 

Bev said: "The average life bf a v-' 
restaufant is three years. That's i 
because people work like mad on.̂ -
them and try to make as much 
money as possible in the shortest.' 
space of time. They end up gelling ' 
too greedy and they sell up and 
leave the area. 

"f have tried to hold Qh ralti^r.' 
than inake money and run. You 
shouldn't fall into the trap of being 
too greedy." v' 

He said ne likes the vay every-_' 
one helps each other in the village.':̂  
"When the river flooded lots of . 
people came forward and offered 
help. That wag great." 

But there is one problem about 
the traflic which Bev Is worried -
about. "Traffic whips through Old ' 

I Road. There is a blind bend Ihcrie : 
and if people don't take it easy i 
there is going to be a nasty ' 
accident," " 

Anotiier of the expanding; 
businesses in the Village Is the Old, 

.; Mrs Edie SHacpmbe, 8^, who worked at ^le old wool mill 
, f o r 47 years. ' * 
kitchens, cocktail bar and lounge as 
well as an additipn tp 1)19 sleeping 
accommodation.!' 

Nick Gildersleve, who used to 
'help run the Hungry Horse, has got 
'a furniture business where part of 
I the old woo) mill was, which he 
started nine'years agQ. . 

^ •- He employs two other full time 
/workers, Darreî  Evans a school 
leaver who lives in Harbertonford, 
and Phillip Johns, from Ash-
prington, who has been with the 

Mill, which has just undergone a-'business for six years. ' 
major facolilt. The 17th century!;: T^e group s|rip and restore pine 
building has been takeniover by J (\iraliure. • 
Graham Mites and has now'been'̂ k? "The viQage ba4 changed about 
extended and has new restaurants, * as much as it's gping to. I think 

most people would â ree that if ii a 
real village unlike some in tbe South 
Hams. It 13 not ovcrrup with 
retired peojple pr second homcf,"'- •̂ P 

••'Nick explained.''' . • " v , •• • •: <'v^'j.t 
The firm: sells ih'ui;b'of Its fiir»l;;tlyi 

niture in its shopJn'High SlreM,vVu1 
Totnes. •'•••ŷ := f^S^r-^K^X^^ 

The Old" Myi premises iBTf' 8Ui>i;̂ i'>| 
now ysai^tjy' 'Gerald'' Qianville-wjljj 

1 agricultui-al' merchantfi-"" The' firni,"]!^ 
which employŝ .:!? people iat the 

- site, processes 'cereal seeds -^(f 
• supphesfecd and fertilisers. 'tTt1̂ ?M 

Mr George, Stephensop.ha?*/,^ 
h:worked for. thc'ptjmp^ny at the piili1^4|2 
since |959.;̂ !̂ y«hflivs expapded (hc '̂it-^J 

.'cereal̂  and sccdq 'her? now>"ihe 

, There vare two village grocory,.̂ .̂:; 
stores - Harboume House, wludi'--î -: 
is also the village post ofPicc, and - V 

, Mclbray_ Stores, They are ; - O B L . 
fjpposite wdes of the ,.main* :̂i. 
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WbRKED 
South Hams hoUday .trafTic to 
^^ea via the, ,Totn£-Kings^ 
%t road rather:, than the sign- • 
fid Wrangaton route.' ^. 
uch goes': on in the fvil)age\
ding ^ Harbcrtonford.\h 
;lHngo in the village halt, the ; 
pross Club, ahd a fortnightly < 
Tom a mobile library.' 
jb{3tonford .Footbay,.eiub-is-;̂  
on f eof the most successful 
Jo the area.and plays in the ̂  
Devon League Premier Diiit- -r, 

jui- •' y - - . . - v 'fi 
ffiof"^'the'"'vi^ge's ĵ 'blder 
Tta is Harry Edwards.of Ford. 

r^^6,;ha3"^vc^-in;the pora-;> • 
' for -34 Vears. He used to nin 
Itagc^chip"-«hop from his'̂ -
tjbut^i^fonnd^ ^ business 
d when the wool mil] closed. •* 
p he closed the chip shoo hê ~ 
Tworfcinthe bacon factory-
^ - i . y r ; V - v • 

aid he'tho:;ght the viliags •• 
ndly enough, but it had got ~ 

half; by the-mBin road i ; 
through'it" A 
I't know some of the people 
: tysi the "other side of the\
^''hesaid - " / V " " " • 
and Vikki Taylor run the-'i' 

1 Arms, thi! village puj). •-• 
p!e' moved from Derby- , 

-T- * "• • - ^ ^ ' " -'-M 
akirg ovw ̂ t the pub thsijV 
ihavc.;, beeri-'extensively. 

THEWOOL 
, - . 3 ' -

The Maltsters Arms with publicans Philip and Vikki Taylor 
behind the bar and locals (from lefl) Bob Monaghan, 

Tony Welch, Michael Moyse and John White. 
Harberton with wife Marianne'. He 

id, which seems to have .j-_moved to the parish four years ago 
3 very well with locals. Z from North Devon-
jaid: "It's a very busy-: "The biggest problem is 
"here • ere ; quite a feW';'undoubtedly the iraffic. The route it 
joing on in the evenings. takes, splits the village right-down 
ism is there is not really the middle, 
ing on for young people,7- " i would like to see the traffic 
nllagcs can. be criticised f> take a different route to go around interested adiilts. 

things he does in his spare time is 
organise handbell ringing. 

At present parishioners are 
saving to buy 32 handbells. 
; Tony, who is also a parish 
councillor, has trained some of the 
120 youngsters from the village 
schoĉ  as well as a number of 

jpposc: the ' village if that were" at 
'I'- possible," he said, 

j'ohn-^- Mr Tony Welch 
Walwyc, who lives in- '• school 

M of Harbertonford and 
is the Rev is the local 

caretaker, but one of the 

all In February 1981 a group of i 
:parishioners decided to buy a set of 

handbells for the community. They 
' gave themselves two years to raise 
-ifr.OOO and,already they have got 
j£gop. ........ 
^'iIfc'saidT"SK tlung iwbuld saŷ E 
3s^t*S Va caring community. For , 
^̂ rampte, :there was-a collection Tor-j 
sameoDewhowashandicapped'and i 
needed-a.̂ pcda] machine. In six • 
wfeks the'village'Taised £1,200, 
with hrip from a couple of outside" 
organisations, and were able Xa huyy 

: '•'•N^Ia^azfist NigdCainerDn-arif^ 
te-^tfeJcM^e two-people who'--
nioved to the village-to escape from;' 
iheratiace in thelx>naon.area.-.̂ ;r:̂  
^*'i^c •-̂ m6ved v̂ to Vtlie , J 
Scpteniber -and -said:'"rm so stfiiclc' 
by2the."whoIe"piacc I^-wish T had; 
' m S ^ down 20year5 earticr^*^ 
^ ^ y d u have •werTthing '̂iiere.'Th^ 
• sea; the cpuntr>-side,and.,!everyooei 
J is--sbiftiendly."-No' one .'seems "to":-
1 bothCT'if you" drive imiund in .a . | 
I brand\newxaii-OT an'L'Tcgisteredi 
modcl:"Thcre are diRerttit values 
than other places^^i^i^S^i^cJ^^^ i 



lelp. Thai was great." 
But there is one problem about ~; 

he traflic which Bev is worried • 
ibouL "Traffic whips through Old * 
load. There b a blind bend there 
ind if people don't take it easy I 
here is going to be a nasty ; 
iccidcnt-" , ' 

Anotner of the expanding; 
ju^esses in the Village is the Old, 
Vlill, which has just undergone a r 
najor facelift. The 17th century i. 
luilding has been taken over by.̂  
jraham Miles and has now been ^ 
;xtended and has new restaurants, 

Nick Gildersleve, who used to 
'help run the Hungry Horse, has got 
8 furniture business where part of 
the ĉ d v/ocA mill was, which be 
started nine years ago. 

- • He employs two other full litnc 
workers, Darren Evans a school 
leaver who Uves in Harbertonford, 
and PhiUip Jcdms, from Ash-
prington, who has been with the 

' business for six years. 
. The group strip and restore pine 
'furniture. 
} The viDage has dianged about 
' as much as it's goaig to. I think 

Ir Harry Edwards oatside ibe faoose be used uMiin ss a cinp Aop. 

retired peojrie or second hOTncs," ftfWv couple nioved from Derby- . 
•Nickexplained.- ^''-\;.:.:-:' ' ; ptirc, > x • • 

Tbe firm scUs much* of its fur̂  ^ j , ^ ^ . ^ " ^ O V C T at the pub th?i> 
niture in its sbop.in.Higb~Street,it:N'-l 
Totnes. • ' - ' • ' v ' ^ ' ,'f.^r.-''-• ;ii^|?,s-, sBwdemised, w ôfa seems to have 

The Old'--'""'' - -'•"-•'-^^ • rln-m-u^ «'-n 
now pscd 
agricultural mercnants. ipe nrm, r^fs sj™^"^"""™~ ^ 
which employs 13 people at the ™ Jwivitics going on in the evenings. 

- sit^ iMOcesscs 'cereal seeds and , cntidsm is there is not really •;j 
supplies feed and fertilisers. - ,'̂ 1' p̂wwgh gbmg on for young people, C, 

Mr George Stephenson. hasJ -^ b̂ut-most villages can be criticised 
;̂ -workcd for the .company at the m i l ' ^ p^.Uiat I suppose." ,̂  ; • \^', 
arux 19S9.^f bavpexpiuided^,^;^ ^ 'The vsar of Harbertonford and^: 
cereaU and seecU: h e r ^ ^ p t w . " T ^ john";'̂  

^wvs., • Sr-'-t/'.' 1'^^ rShephewd-Walwyn, who lives in-
'Tliere rare tm> village grocery.;---.'-'•K-tjjfe'.-'̂ ;-' • 

• ttores — Harboume House, wfaicfa'-̂ ::-
is ^so the village post of^x, and -
Mdbray. Stores,- They - a r e - • O O L -rr:-; 
ofiposite sides of the'̂ .main;̂ ".":;'̂ , 
Totnes-Kingsbridge r o a d . •^'^^^JVi•^:^^'^" 
. Tbe post office and gcnmdj-' 

. stores is run by Tom and Christine 
Pring, who moved to the village^;--'., 
about a year ago aft«- ninning a-ĵ ]̂:? 
smiiiar business in Cheshire. : ••^yi'^^i^. 
• The store has almost douHedlaC?;^; 
size since the couple moved in and^^' 
is me of the few viUagc stores in the;; 
area to have expand^ in the .last .—"rsi: I' 

• :'fcw^arsii^?T-^^ ' - ^ r l ^ i ' 
, "We are trytag it out. Whedier i t ^ ^ ^ 
win work or not is anc^er thing,'!^^:-. 

'.said Tom.'"-̂ ?̂ -̂t:;- -^'-'^WXi-"-i:\ 
"Many villagers go into Totnes';'=̂  -s' 

"for their groceries. Wc hope to gd 
than into tbe haiat of baying in tbej' ' -" 

. ..village.^^p:^^: -y.-- ^ •, 'S 
The c o u p l e have introduced a' : '> 

hardware section to the storcas---^-- ;̂' 
wcU as a wider range of foods. . -

Mrs Hazel Heath, Mrs Sue 
Wakeham, Stephen Wakeham and 
Andrew White are fouj villagers '. 
who help out at the shop. j 

Melbray Stores is nm by David | 
Marks, who also runs a village 
store in Ipplepen, where he lives. 
He employs Ave part timo's and 
plays for the village football team. , ; 

He covers Harbertonford, Har- ..\ 
berton, iMptford, Halwell and 
Morleigh, but says: " I can only see . . 
this sort of business expanding if . [ 
more people iive in the area." .-^\ 

Harbertonford is also one of the 
bases for well known West Country 
car dealers Evans and Cutler. The 
family business moved to Har--^^. , 
bertonfordin 1963. ^ . 

The firm employs about 12 staS*: _ 
m Harbertonford, The company -•r '--J 
could do particularly well m future 
if South Hams District CouncD "--'A 

Harijcrtoi 
moved to 
from Non 

"The 
undoubtet 
takes spUi 
the middle 

" I wou 
take a diH 
the • villag 
possible." 

Mr To 
school cai 


